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Disrupting Tasmania’s drugs trade: Cut the Supply, Stop the hurt

Tasmanian Crime Stoppers Week launches today, with a strong focus on illicit drugs, their entry
points into our community, and the role Tasmanians can play in fighting this serious crime.

The Covid pandemic significantly disrupted the importation of drugs into Tasmania last year.

Tasmania Police noted that while more drugs have been taken off our streets in the past year due to
police operations, border closures meant less drugs coming into the state.

While some drugs are manufactured in Tasmania in crude — often domestic — settings, most are
imported via sea, air, and mail, according to Tasmania Police.

Crime Stoppers Week is designed to raise awareness about what everyone in this state can do to
combat criminal activity. Crime Stoppers Tasmania is central to this effort because intelligence
provided by the community through Crime Stoppers is a powerful weapon for our Police.

Crime Stoppers Tasmania Chair, Mr David Daniels OAM says, “No-one wants to see drugs in our
communities”.

“Being an island state has made it easier for Tasmania to keep Covid at bay. Let’s do the same to
keep drugs out of Tasmania and catch those who engage in this ugly trade”.

“Tasmania Police regularly conduct operations targeting airports, seaports and the mail system, and
last year a number of investigations resulted in the seizing of significant amounts of
methamphetamine (or ICE), with a street value of several million dollars - removing over 15,000
street deals from vulnerable Tasmanians”, said Mr. Daniels.

“Our Police do a wonderful job in crime fighting. But in solving crime, Police face hurdles that Crime
Stoppers is designed to counter. We are a conduit between Tasmania Police and the community,
while maintaining the anonymity of those who provide information.”

While supply chains have been disrupted, drug trafficking within Tasmania remains of concern.
Supply and gateways of illicit drugs are key targets of this year’s community-led Crime Stoppers
campaign which is focussed on gathering local intelligence and engaging with Tasmanians for a safer
Tasmania.

Mr Daniels said, “Everyday Tasmanians can assist in combatting drug-related and other crimes by
telling us what they know anonymously. Drug dealers are often hiding in plain sight in our
communities and can be masters of blending in. People often feel powerless to act, or think
someone else will do something. In the meantime, drugs are harming our loved ones and cause
other crimes.

“Thanks to Tasmanians who have used Crime Stoppers to support our Police in deterring and
solving crime, we have seen a marked increase in anonymous reports from the wider
community. In the past 3 years, there has been a 27% increase in reports, with an 18% increase
in reports specifically about drug-related activity.

For a safer Tasmania. Speak up. Stay secret. crimestopperstas.com.au or 1800 333 000
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“If Tasmanians see or hear something that doesn’t seem right, we encourage them to speak up, but
stay secret by anonymously reporting what they know through our website or by phoning the Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000”.

Know of someone trafficking drugs? Cut the supply and stop the hurt.
Speak up - but stay secret:
Crime Stoppers on crimestopperstas.com.au or 1800 333 000

ENDS

Media Enquiries

For media enquiries and more information about Crime Stoppers Tasmania and Crime Stoppers
Week 2021 (running from 31 May to 6 June), please contact:

CEO Jane Crosswell ceo@crimestopperstas.com.au or 0417 525 855

Background - Crime Stoppers Tasmania

Crime Stoppers Tasmania operates as an independent non-profit, community organisation that
supports crime solving through providing anonymous mechanisms for reporting crime. It is part of
an international program that has been in existence for over forty years.

By offering anonymity and rewards (for information leading to charges being laid) Crime Stoppers
combats the three major problems faced by the police in generating crime-solving information: fear
of reprisal, apathy and reluctance to get involved.

For over 25 years, Crime Stoppers Tasmanian has been the trusted voice for the community,
providing an independent link between the public and Tasmania Police.

Crime Stoppers Tasmania offers people a safe and discreet option to report information under the
assurance of being completely anonymous, no identifying information is recorded or required.

Crime Stoppers Week Sponsors

@

MOTOROLA
SOLUTIONS TASMANIA
Motorola Solutions Lions Clubs of Tasmania Southern Cross Austereo

Key Partners

@

FederélGroup

Federal Group Tasmania Police
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